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A huge thank you to all who attended 
and contributed so generously to 
Holiday Chic – Red Hot Holiday, in 
support of seriously ill children and 
their families supported by Ronald 
McDonald House Toronto! The annual 
fundraiser, co-presented by DREAM 
and TD, took place on Thursday, 
November 28, 2013 at The Carlu with 
a festive and fabulous backdrop of red 
and gold. See more photos from our 
wonderful night on page 4.

Ronald McDonald House Toronto 
was one of the exclusive stops 
the Trophy Tour made in Toronto, 
the only Canadian city the trophy 
visited. We were honoured. Families 
had the opportunity to get their 
photo taken with the trophy and 
freestylers entertained everyone by 
demonstrating and teaching tricks to 
the children. Fuleco, the FIFA World 
mascot, was also part of the fun. 

Two new Family Rooms will open at the 
Rouge Valley Health System located 
in Scarborough. One Family Room 
will be located within the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU); and the 
second Family Room will be within the 
Paediatric Unit, which also supports 
a POGO satellite site (Paediatric 
Oncology Group of Ontario). We look 
forward to extending our support in this 
community!



Our families, both at the House and in our Family Rooms, seek the comfort of “community” to help them cope with the 
realities of their child’s medical condition and the huge life changes it brings. Families are not only displaced from their 
homes and routines, but from their usual community too. We often speak about the importance of enabling families to “heal 
better together”, but it’s also vitally important that these families have each other and all of us to help facilitate a sense of 
community. Whether parents meet informally while making a cup of tea in the kitchen or through one of our programs, we 
see and hear how important connecting with each other becomes for their own wellbeing. 

Here at Ronald McDonald House Toronto, we are fortunate to have the support of two special types of communities: 
our community of financial supporters who provide the means for us to deliver comfort and refuge; and our community 
of volunteers, from all walks of life, who provide strength through their experiences and expertise.  The generosity of our 
donors, partners and volunteers are the seen and unseen forces that make that sense of community possible for families to 
meet and connections to happen. 

Spring, with its enduring sense of renewal, is a great time to take stock of what’s really important. Being an active member 
of a community, and the rights and responsibilities that come with all communities, is something that we should all embrace 
and celebrate.  We encourage you to take a moment to reflect, and “pay it forward”. We’ve all needed the support of a 
community at some time; thank you for considering the importance of building a strong community to support our families. 
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donor profile - Sony of Canada

Keith Graham
Chairman of the Board
Ronald McDonald House Toronto

Jane Marco 
Chief Executive Officer
Ronald McDonald House Toronto

When the new Ronald McDonald House Toronto was built in 2011, Sony of 
Canada’s support helped provide our families with the gift of entertainment. From 
day one at the new House, their incredible in-kind support has made sure that 
our families have TVs to watch, video games to play and tablets for the students 
in the Ronald McDonald House Toronto School to use. This gives families the 
chance to take a break and unwind together the same way they would at home. 
Thank you Sony of Canada for their ongoing and continued support; we are most 
appreciative. 

Sony TVs and Playstations consoles in the Games 
Room at Ronald McDonald House Toronto 

Our board members participated in a Home for Dinner - and even used the barbeques on a chilly February night! This 
dedicated group not only provides excellent leadership but demonstrates their commitment to our mission. 

Braving the the cold temperatures by tending to 
the barbeques in the North Courtyard 

Freshly baked cookies for dessert! 

our board in action

Our board gets ready to serve dinner by rolling up 
their shirtsleeves and donning aprons



“Ronald McDonald House Toronto has extended our child’s life. 
When we’re here and Nathan’s here everyone just breathes a little 
easier.”

Throughout his three-and-a-half years of treatment for leukemia, 
Nathan and his family have spent time in both the current Ronald 
McDonald House Toronto and at the previous House on Gerrard 
Street. Nathan relapsed last fall after being out of treatment for only 
three months. 

With Nathan receiving treatment both in and out of hospital, his 
mom is quick to point out a number of ways that staying at the 
House helps keep a sense of normalcy in their lives. Big things, like 
the fact that Nathan will be able to attend the Ronald McDonald 
House Toronto School while undergoing daily out-patient treatments at the nearby hospital. “He couldn’t do that at 
home, or at the hospital, so he’s going to have a normal routine”.  

Nathan’s mom is also grateful for the thoughtful, home-like touches throughout the House: “A lot of thought went into 
the House. It’s so safe. Laundry has become therapeutic here. We use the Clubhouse a lot - they’ve got all the great 
toys so he gets the hockey sticks out with my husband. My daughter rides her tricycle in circles around them - it’s like 
something out of a commercial; and driving the House Subaru - I just feel like I’m at home.”

Lauren & Charley Brooklin, ON, premature identical twins - 6 weeks at the 
Family Room in Markham-Stouffville Hospital
  
Lauren and Charley were born premature (32 weeks) at Mount  
Sinai Hospital. To be closer to home, their mom chose Markham 
Stouffville for the twin’s transfer and was delighted to discover a 
Ronald McDonald House Toronto Family Room right next to the 
NICU. 
“The Family Room was great! It was a whirlwind and was so nice 
to have that room to take a break. You’re barely feeding yourself; 
you’re pumping all the time, trying to maintain your milk supply - 
and then you can at least go and there’s something provided for 
you to have a snack, someone to ask you if you need anything. 
You’re utterly exhausted because you don’t feed yourself; you’re 
worried and you’re stressed out. It’s just something small, someone 
making you a cup of tea or something - you have a space.” 
“The volunteers knitted hats for the twins and they’d ask ‘oh, how are they doing?’, showing concern - it was great, 
every time I came in they remembered me.”            
         

Nathan Huntsville, ON, 10 years old, Leukemia, 4 months (and counting) at the House

family stories
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Read more Family stories:  http://rmhtoronto.org/stories-and-testimonials

Lauren & Charley’s Mom 
RMH Toronto Family Room at Markham-
Stouffville Hospital 

Nathan’s Mom
RMH Toronto family 
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The 12th Annual Ronald McDonald House Toronto Charity Golf 
Classic, Co-presented by Scotiabank and Russell Investments, 
is the perfect opportunity to network, connect with colleagues 
and indulge clients and friends in a spectacular day of golf at the 
exclusive Coppinwood Golf Club on Monday July 7th, 2014 – all 
while supporting a meaningful cause. 

Last year was a huge success, raising $238,000 net directly 
supporting the House and Family Room Programs. A limited 
number of sponsorship opportunities are currently available. 
To learn more about how you can get involved, please contact 
Jennifer Jarvis, Senior Development Officer, Corporate 
Partnerships at jjarvis@rmhtoronto.org or (416) 977-6803.   

charity golf classic

 
http://www.rmhtoronto.org/rmhtoronto-charity-golf-classic-2014

holiday chic - red hot holiday 
A special thank you to Holiday Chic Chair, Amoryn Engel, Honourary Chair, Martha Rogers, and Co-Chairs Suzanne 
Cohon, Karen Fonn, Valentina Kalyk, Krystal Koo, Eleanor McCain and Sarah Richardson for their extraordinary support.

Event Chair Amoryn Engel 
with husband Kevin Warn-
Schindel

Event Co-Chair Sarah 
Richardson with husband 
Alexander Younger

Event Co-Chair and event 
lead sponsor Karen Fonn with 
husband Dennis Kavelman

book 
your 

shotgun 

To our sponsors, partners, donors, table 
patrons, guests and volunteers – thanks 
to your compassion and commitment, 
Holiday Chic – Red Hot Holiday was a 
huge success raising over $700,000 net 
and counting for Ronald McDonald House 
Toronto!

Please take great pride and satisfaction 
in knowing that your generosity will have 
a huge impact on the lives of families 
struggling to cope with their child’s life-
threatening illness. 

For more information please contact 
Jennifer Jarvis, Senior Development 
Officer, Corporate Partnerships, at jjarvis@
rmhtoronto.org or (416) 977-6803. 

McDonald’s Restaurants of Canada  - Chic Table Having a wonderful time on the dance floor at the 
after party 

Guests were entertained by young talent  - 
Modern Age Addiction 



coming together for our families 
COMMUNITY EVENTS
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NEW YEAR’S EVE-EVE  POLAR BEAR DIP

On behalf of our families, thank you to organizers of recent community fundraisers for the House! Your creativity, 
commitment and passion are truly appreciated by our families, volunteers and staff.

Nikki Penfold and her family participated in a Polar 
Bear Dip in Barrie, ON and raised an impressive 
$610 for bearing those frigid temps. Thank you!

The RMH Toronto Young Professional Committee (YPC) is proud to host its 
inaugural event, The House Party, at Steam Whistle Brewery on Thursday, 
October 9th 2014 with all proceeds to benefit Ronald McDonald House 
Toronto. 

By engaging local YPs, The House Party will raise funds, broaden Ronald 
McDonald House Toronto’s network of support and increase awareness 
of the House and Family Rooms so families with seriously ill children can 
continue to have a “home away from home” to heal better together. 

For more information on sponsorship and ticket sales, contact Julian 
Foreman, Development Officer at jforeman@rmhtoronto.org or  
(416) 977-0458 ext. 264

Wednesday May 7, 2014

In the time it takes to grab a coffee or eat a meal, you could make a big 
difference in a child’s life. Join us at McDonald’s® on Wednesday, May 7th, 
when $1 from every Big Mac®, Happy Meal®, and hot McCafé® beverage 
you buy will be donated to Ronald McDonald House Toronto and other 
local children’s charities across Canada. 

CONTACT: Marsha Doucette  
        Development Officer, Community and Franchisee Engagement 
        mdoucette@rmhtoronto.org or (416) 977-9645

McHappy Day

If you would like to learn more about creating your own community event in support of Ronald McDonald House 
Toronto, please contact Marsha Doucette, Development Officer, Community and Franchisee Engagement at 
mdoucette@rmhtoronto.org or (416) 977-9645.  

RMH Toronto YPC

One-upping NYE, the Tyger Shark’s New Year’s Eve-
Eve Party held on December 30th raised an amazing 
$2,510 from 150 attendees at a local micro-brewery 
in Barrie, ON. 

The 16th Annual RMH Thunder Bay Charity Golf 
Tournament will take place on August 22nd, 2014. Last 
year’s tournament raised over $100,000! 

THUNDER BAY GOLF 



OUR VOLUNTEERS 

240 McCAUL STREET, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5T 1W5 
CHARITABLE REGISTRATION No. 11885 2631 RR0001 
T (416) 977-0458 F (416) 977-8807 
rmht@rmhtoronto.org

RONALD MCDONALD 
HOUSE TORONTO IS 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED BY 
TORONTO CHILDREN’S 
CARE INC.

Privacy Information: Ronald 
McDonald House Toronto 
respects your privacy. We do  
not rent, sell or trade your name. 
The information you provide is to 
keep you informed of our events 
and fundraising opportunities.  
If  you wish to be removed from  
our list, simply phone or email us. 

OUR MISSION: 

 to provide a “home away from home” 
for seriously ill children and their 
families to heal better together.

stay connected:
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The theme of the ROM’s most recent Mini-
Museum visit was “Visiting Ancient China and 
Travelling the Silk Road”. Children visited stations  
with artifacts they could touch from Ancient China 
and Persia.

OTHER EVENTS

rmhtoronto.org
FPO

Our thanks to the Dasgupta family for dropping off 
150 Bags of Kindness filled with breakfast items 
for our families to grab and go as they set about 
their day. 

The St. Patrick’s Day party that took place in the 
House kitchen was a hit - they decorated cupcakes 
and little pots of gold and played games. Many 
thanks to our team of volunteers for making it a 
special night!

Members of the 501st Legion delighted everyone 
when they visited the House dressed up as Darth 
Vader, Princess Leia, Jango Fett, Stormtroopers and 
a Tuskan Raider (aka Sand Person).

volunteer
today

 
Whether at Ronald McDonald House 
Toronto or our in-hospital Family Rooms, 
our volunteers help us deliver on our 
mission every day. Become a volunteer 
today and experience something truly 
special. 

 
http://rmhtoronto.org/volunteer-program

bags of kindness
Individuals and groups often donate 
Bags of Kindness to address the 
needs of our families, by either 
creating Breakfast Bags for families 
to grab quickly and eat when they 
are on the go, or Welcome Home 
Bags that contain a handful of 
everyday essentials (e.g., toothpaste, 
toothbrush, soap and moisturizer) to 
support families during their stay. 
  

Thank you to the 67th Brownie Troop of Girl 
Guides of Canada for their Bags of Kindness 
donation filled with handy items

Special thanks to Robert Half Finance & Accounting 
for their delivery of reuseable Breakfast Bags and 
Welcome Home Bags


